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Remarks 

Claims 1 to 21 are pending* New claim 22 is added. Support for this new claim can be 
found, for example, in Figure 1 and its related description 

§ 103 Rejections 

Claims 1-21 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Number 6,548,145 to Joedicke ("Joedicke") in view of U.S. Patent Number 3,479,201 to Sloan 
("Sloan"). 

However, Joedicke fails to teach non-white granules as recited in the present claims. In 
fact, Joedicke indicates that "white or light-colored roofs are particularly preferred" (See, e.g., 
Column 3, lines 59-62 and Column 4, lines 57-59 of Joedicke). The present application defines 
white and non-white on page 5, lines 18-25 of the application as filed. In contrast to the white or 
light-colored roofs preferred in Joedicke, the present application claims surfaces defined as non- 
white. 

Joedicke does teach that non-white colors can imparted to the roofing granules (see e.g. 
Column 4, lines 50-55). However, to achieve such colors, pigments (e.g. carbon black) are 
recommended that are known to be strongly absorptive in the solar spectrum. As a result, 
granules colored via the teachings in Joedicke would not be predicted to achieve desirable 
reflectance levels in the near infrared region (770 to 2500 nm). 

It would be apparent to those skilled in the art that by the inclusion of such pigments as 
carbon black which is highly absorptive in the near infrared region, Joedicke fails to provide 
useful direction as to how to achieve non-white and infrared reflective granules as claimed in the 
present application. 

Given that Joedicke teaches that light colors are preferred and does not provide useful 
direction for achieving reflective, non-white granules, the claims of the current application are 
not obvious from Joedicke. Sloan does not correct these defects in Joedicke. 
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In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date ColeneK Blank* Reg. No.: 41,056 

Telephone No.: 651-737-2356 

Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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